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	1. Prologue

Prologue

The young boy could never seem to understand why he was so hated...his earliest memories were all of pain. He never knew who his parents were, he was an orphan after all, and all the caretakers at the orphanage would treat him properly. It was a rare occurrence that he would be given the opportunity to bathe, his food was always spoiled, and no one would stop the constant physical assaults from the other orphans. Sometimes the young blonde would actually thought the caretakers were encouraging such actions, but he was too young to understand.

As his life progressed, his torment only escalated further. At the young age of five, Uzumaki Naruto, was forcibly removed from the orphanage of Konohagakure. Tossed into the streets to fend for himself. At first the young boy child considered it to be a blessing, he was finally away from all of the other orphans that would constantly attack him. Sometimes even leaving him bloody. He thought that being a young boy on the streets that someone would have to help him, no one could be cruel enough to walk past a young child who was smaller than your average child of his age. Not to mention his clothes were practically rages at this point. His white shirt with a small orange Uzushiokagure symbol on the front, was torn in many places, his black shorts were no better, and the boy had no foot wear.

Much to young boy's dismay, his beatings would only continue to get worse. Rather than other children, who were only slightly older than him, beating him. He was beaten by full grown men, most of which reeked of sake. Just like the one attacking the child now.

An alleyway in Konohagakure

The young boy grunted and cried in pain as he thrown into a brick wall and hit the grown head first with a thud. *Sniffle* "Why...why are you hurting me?" The boy managed to say in between his sobs of pain. His head was now bleeding profusely, and his back was practically one big bruise from the force he hit the wall. "Quiet *hic* demon. I will finally *hic* rid this village of its bane." The middle aged man exclaimed in a drunken rage as he pulled a small knife from his sleeve. The boy attempted to stand to try and run away, but he was unable to balance himself due to the injuries he just sustained, he fell right face first in front of the man next to a wall and passed out from pain. "Die DEMON!" He screamed as he lunged the blade down into the boys back, which was met with a loud splash as a red liquid splashed onto the man's face and into the walls. The man smiled and stumbled from the alley way where he threw the boy and began to walk up the street.

The young boy's blood was spreading over the alleyway as it leaked from his body, his blood was already on the walls and his life was quickly fading. The noise the drunken man had made while attempting to murder the young child, had finally caused a commotion as a light turned on from a window above his body. Shortly after that a window could be heard opening, followed by a deafening scream of horror from a young girl. "Father, Father! WAKE UP!" The girl screamed as she shook to wake her father who was stirring from hearing his daughter scream. "What is it Ayame?!" Teuchi asked his daughter as he stood up, there was a sense of urgency in his voice hearing the terror of his daughter's screaming. "A boy was stabbed in the alleyway behind our home! I think he's dying! Daddy we have to help him!" The young Ayame said in between the sobs of each of her sentences. Teuchi wasted no time in sprinting down to the alley behind his home with Ayame slowly coming down the stairs. As he reached the scene where the young Naruto lay, his eyes could not hide the shock. As a civilian he has never truly experienced any horror such as this, and to see it happen to a boy so young...it disgusted him. He quickly removed the knife from Naruto's back and quickly took his top off and tightly wrapped it around the boy. All while Ayame was slowly creeping up on her father, "is...is he gonna be okay daddy?" She asked with tears still in her eyes. "We have to get this boy to the hospital Ayame, I can't help him, I'm not a doctor!" Teuchi said as he picked the boy up and sprinted off towards the hospital with Ayame following behind her father as quick as her shorter legs would let her.

The hospital several moments later

The blue doors of the Konoha Hospital burst open with a topless Teuchi running through them with his daughter a few steps behind. Naruto's condition had worsened , his face was now covered in blood from where his head was bleeding, from the front his blonde hair almost unrecognizable from the blood stains. the white top Teuchi was wearing before he wrapped the boy up, might as well have been fully red at this point, Naruto was bleeding out.

"Doctors, you have to help this boy!" Tuechi exclaimed as he three steps into the building. There were no other patients to be seen, and once the nurses saw a now red top wrapped around a young boy, they were quick to bring a gurney over and ordered the boy be set down. "What happened here?!" The nurses yelled with shock in their voice. They had a hard time believing someone could do something like this to such a young boy. "My daughter and I found him like this!" Teuchi exclaimed as Ayame nodded with tears in her eyes "Please help him, he's only a small boy...".

The nurses quickly brought the gurney into some kind of emergency treatment room and quickly began to remove the tops from Naruto, no one was able to recognize the boy from all the blood that had stained his body. A man in a white gown came in to the room and immediately took control of the situation. "What's our patients status?"

Hokage's Office

"Is this true?" The third Hokage said with his eyes wide option in shock.

"Hai Hokage-sama." A young ANBU operative with the mask of a dog stated. "I failed to see the attack itself, but when I heard the screams and moved into investigate. The man and his daughter were already brining the boy to the hospital."

The Third Hokage spat with disgust. "Curse these pathetic villagers, I can't believe they would go this far. Why was the boy not at the orphanage?!" Hiruzen slammed his desk in rage. "A boy that age should not be on his own in the streets in that time of night!"

The ANBU operative stood in front of the raging Hokage silently, waiting for an order.

"Kakasi."

"Hai Hokage-sama."

"I want a full investigation launched, I don't care how many operatives you use. I want an answer to my questions on my desk as soon as possible!" The Hokage exclaimed while tapping his desk with his finger for each of the last four words of his order.

"Understood Hokage-Sama. I will get to the bottom of this myself." Kakashi said as he Shunshined out of the office.

The Hokage sighed and put his head in his hands and almost began to cry. "Minato, if only you could see how they treat your legacy..."


	2. Chapter 1 (The hospital)

Chapter One:

Naruto's hospital room, two days later

Hiruzen was sitting next to the young boy while chewing on the end of his pipe. He didn't want to deal with the headache of the paperwork if he were to light the pipe, so he stuck to chewing on its end. Kakashi and another ANBU were hiding in the room with him, standard procedure for the Hokage to be guarded, in case the worst happened. It had been two days since the incident of that alleyway. The man that had attacked Naruto had been found and sent to Interrogation, it took all the composure Hiruzen had managed to muster to not have the man executed on the spot for attacking the young boy as viciously as he had. However he knew he had no right to order such a thing. Naruto was a civilian, and as such was under the ruling of the civilian council. He could however see to it the man was thrown into integration, which he could only hope would break the man responsible. Ibiki was known for mental attacks, however the Third Hokage had made sure to authorize the use of 'any means necessary' to get the man to talk. Those words always used to make some of the people in interrogation smile, which always sent chills down the spine of the old man.

"Ho-Hokage-sama?" A young girls voice came from the door as it slowly opened. The two ANBU operative who were hidden on the wall and ceiling of the room turned their heads to the door. As well as Hiruzen slowly turned his head to reveal a short girl with dark brown hair and innocent large black eyes. "Ah you must be the girl who found Naruto-kun here, your name was Ayame correct?" Hiruzen calmly spoke, trying not to intimidate the young girl."H-hai." Was all the young girl could muster in response. "Please come sit Ayame-chan, I'm here to visit Naruto-kun just as much as you are I'm sure." His eyes followed the girl as she took a seat next to Hiruzen. "I'd like to formally thank you for finding Naruto-kun." Was all that Hiruzen could say before Teuchi came through the door looking for his daughter. His expression widened upon seeing his daughter seated next to the Hokage. "My apologies Hokage-sama, we can always come back later." Teuchi tried to say with a slight stutter, he was not used to standing in front of people such as the Hokage. "Hmm. No that's quite alright, are you this young girls' father?" Hiruzen asked calmly, trying to reassure the man that he was not interrupting or intruding. "Hai Hokage-Sama, this is my daughter Ayame, and my name is Teuchi. We were the ones who found and brought the boy here." Hiruzen was already aware of such things, but nodded gratefully. "I was just thanking Ayame-chan here for finding Naruto-kun. I truly am grateful to you both for saving his life.." The Hokage said before he was interrupted by "hhnhhhhhhh" All parties involved in the room turned their heads to Naruto as he began to slowly open his eyes, the next few seconds seemed like hours to the Hokage as he sat there with his eyes wide opened. He could not believe the boy was already waking up from such an injury. _The Kyubii might have something to do with this, maybe its chakra that was present in the boy's system was healing him. Perhaps a blessing can come from the curse. _Hiruzen thought to himself.

Once Naruto's eyes were fully opened, the young boy began to look around the room, he was confused. He couldn't quite pinpoint where he was, he had been in a room like this before, but never one this big. Naruto had been in a room slightly like this when he was in the orphanage, when men would tie the bandages around his wounds so tightly that it would hurt just as much as the beatings did. He didn't know why he had three guests either. "Ho-Hokage-sama?" Naruto finally said weakly. After not eating for a couple days before being admitted, and not eating while admitted, he definitely could feel weak. "Naruto-kun..." Hiruzen said quietly first, no one else seemed to want to speak after that, waiting for the Hokage to finish his statement. "How are you feeling?" Hiruzen asked slowly while placing his hand on Naruto's to try and comfort him. "I feel weak...I haven't eaten in almost a week...Can-can I maybe have some food? I can't pay now but..." Naruto said. Hiruzen was quickly stunned by what he heard. How was it possible for this boy to not have eaten in almost a week? Why is he worried about paying us to eat? Just what has been happening to this boy, why wasn't he at the orphanage? All these questions popped into Hiruzen's mind, but he knew better then to overwhelm the boy. Teuchi was quick to speak. "Well of course you can have some food! Don't you even think about payment either. I'll quickly run back to my home and Ill cook you some of the best ramen you've ever eaten!" "Thank you Teuchi, if you'd like to go now and make Naruto-kun some ramen, I will gladly stay here with Ayame-chan and Naruto-kun. I know how...distasteful...the food in the hospital can be." Hiruzen quietly stated while raising his hand, signaling an ANBU operative to come out of hiding, surprising the three people in the room who were not shinobi. "Hokage-sama?" The ANBU said quietly. "Please escort Teuchi back to residence, afterwards please find Yamanaka Inoichi and tell him I request his assistance here. Afterwards please help Teuchi bring back three bowls of ramen for Naruto-kun here." The ANBU quietly nodded signaling he understood his orders and followed Teuchi from the room.

There was a momentary awkward silence in the hospital room shortly after that. Naruto was confused, he had never been treated which kindness in his life, he was honestly shocked. All he has ever know was pain and beatings from the people... Ayame was the one to break the silence "Are you sure you're okay? You scared me when I found you." There were tears in her eyes, she couldn't believe that boy could be attacked in such a way, she honestly thought the boy was going to die. Naruto wasn't quite sure what to do, but when he slowly placed his hand on the girls hand that was on his hospital bed, she seemed to look up and calm down slightly. _The boy is already beginning to take after his father, he always seemed to find a way to keep people calm._ "I'm okay, I think. Thank you for finding me... I don't know if I would be alive if it wasn't for you." Naruto said, his strength was slowly returning and he was sitting up now. Ayame looked at the now sitting up boy and slightly blushed, now that he wasn't covered in blood, she noticed how cute the boy was. His deep blue eyes seemed to comfort her and stop her from shedding any more tears, and his sun-kissed hair was so beautiful to her, now that it wasn't covered in blood.

Hiruzen too this opportunity to segue into the conversation, he had questions that needed to be answered. "Naruto-kun, why were you in the streets so late at night?" "I was looking for food Hokage-Jijisan." Naruto's response made the other Kakashi lift his eyebrows under his mask, wondering how someone could address the Third Hokage as "Jijisan". The notion did not seem to bother Hiruzen, however he took it as a blessing, he was hoping it would make Naruto open up to him more. "Why would you need to try and find food in the streets Naruto-kun? Shouldn't the orphanage be feeding you?" Hiruzen carefully worded that question, careful to not overload the five year old, but extract as much information as he could. Naruto closed his eyes and looked down, quickly followed by a short depressing sigh. "They threw me out of the orphanage a week ago Jijisan. I don't have anywhere else to go... so I was trying to find food on the streets, maybe some leftovers in trash cans. I couldn't pay anyone for food...it was all so expensive..." There was so much despair in the young boy's voice that even the Kakashi flinched from the ceiling. The boy's words clearly angered the Hokage, as both of his eyes closed slightly and he contained a short growl. He couldn't believe what he was hearing. Ayame was almost in tears again after hearing what just came out of Naruto's mouth.

"Why...Why did that man call you a demon? You don't look like a demon to me." Ayame's innocence was showing to both the ANBU and the Third Hokage. _She was just a baby when the Kyubii attacked the village five years ago, she would have no idea about what is sealed inside this young boy. _Naruto shortly after that began to cry, which surprised all of them in the room. "I...I don't know..." He said in between his tears. "Ever since I could walk I was called a demon...the other orphans used to attack me...and when the people there tried to help me...all they would do is make it hurt worse." Naruto began to sob at this point. The Third Hokage and Kakashi were both Furious at this point, Hiruzen could feel a wave of killing intent and anger coming from Kakashi. _I can't believe they would treat sensei's son like this._ Kakashi thought to himself while his hands quickly became clenched fists. He quickly turned around and nodded his head, trying to keep Kakashi calm, he didn't want the killing intent to scare the two children. While this was happening Ayame stood up as Naruto start sobbing and tried to get closer to Naruto to hug him, but was interrupted by Naruto saying. "When I was on the streets...every looked at me with such hateful glares...when I would beg for food I'd be kicked...told to die...spit on...I don't know why. Everyone just called me a demon, they all said I deserved a fate worse than death." In between the sobs Ayame had tears in her eyes and tried to wrap her arms around Naruto in a hug. This startled Naruto his first reaction was to try back away from Ayame, he thought she was going to attack him too. Ayame pushed through and hugged him anyway. It was at this point Kakashi lost all control of his emotions and put his fist into the wall startling the two children and even Hiruzen. "Kakashi!" Hiruzen exclaimed. "Forgive me Hokage-sama, but I will send two other guards in to protect you and the children, I can't listen to this anymore." He stated as calmly as he could before exiting the room. Hiruzen couldn't blame his ANBU captain for his reaction, honestly Hiruzen wished to do the same. Naruto was terrified at what he just witnessed, he was afraid that Kakashi might hit him with something like that, Ayame had seen shinobi before, and knew they possessed some great power, but even that display of emotion slightly frightened her. Ayame spent more time trying to comfort Naruto then anything, and Hiruzen just sat there with this hand on the boys to try and calm him down. As soon as Kakashi left the room two other ANBU replaced the captain to guard the Hokage, however they remained visible as per the Hokage's order, hoping to try to make Naruto calm knowing these people were here to protect them.

With Kakashi moments later

Kakashi was in no mood, as soon as he left the room and ordered the two guards in, he quickly walked to the roof with an ANBU in tow. "Captain what's wrong?" A Female member of the ANBU Corp was trying to calm the captain down. She had never seen the captain act like this. Kakashi ignored her and kicked the door to the roof off its hinges and stormed on to the roof. "These bastards...how dare they!" Kakashi yelled loud enough for villagers walking on the street to stop what they were doing and look to the roof of the hospital. The female ANBU was shocked, no one has ever seen the captain yell at anything for any reason ever. "Captain calm down, you wouldn't want to scare anyone walking by." These words were useless as Kakashi put another fist into the wall, and the he collapsed with his back to the wall shortly after. "Naruto doesn't even know what a hug is..." at this point Kakashi had removed his mask and was holding his head in his hands. The Female ANBU was just kneeling in front of Kakashi, she had no idea what do make of this. Clearly the boy was important, but why?

Back in the hospital room

Naruto had finally stopped crying after a few moments of comfort by both Ayame and Hiruzen. They both couldn't believe what they had just heard, Hiruzen was as furious as Kakashi, and he knew the upcoming council meeting was going to be quite interesting. After another couple minutes Teuchi and the ANBU that was sent with him returned, except there were eight bowls of Ramen instead of three that Hiruzen originally asked for. The ANBU joined his comrades against the wall while Tuechi calmly set the first bowl down in front of the boy, who couldn't believe his eyes. There was hot food in front of him. "Thank...thank you..." was all Naruto could find the words for. "Don't worry about it Naruto." Tuechi said with a smile as he handed chop sticks to the boy. Naruto held them in his hands, and looked at Hiruzen... "How...How do I use these?" He embarrassingly asked. At this point Hiruzen felt like he wanted to punch the wall, but Ayame was quick to react and took the chopsticks from him. "You use them like this Naruto-kun." Ayame smiled as he showed him how to pick up the ramen and fed him some. "Ohhh. Let me try!" Naruto couldn't help himself, and his excitement was showing in his voice. After successfully eating some of the ramen. "Wow! That tastes so good!" Naruto exclaimed, which made Tuechi and Ayame chuckle and giggle respectively. Hiruzen sighed happily at what he saw, but what came out of Naruto's mouth next shocked him. "Um...Hokage-jijisan?" Naruto said. "What is it Naruto-kun?" Hiruzen replied. "Who are they?" He pointed to the ANBU in the room. "Those are special Shinobi called ANBU, they're here to keep us safe Naruto-kun." Hiruzen said this questioning to himself _Why does he want to know?_ "Oh...cool! Can I be in ANBU?" Naruto asked excitingly. Hiruzen chuckled out loud. "Maybe Naruto-kun, but you have to become a shinobi first, then you can become ANBU. They're very strong shinobi." "Oh...Okay. Hey ANBU-sans, would you like some Ramen?" This single question sent Hiruzen into shock. _The boy hasn't eaten in a week, and after finally given food he already asked someone else if they would like to share?. _Hiruzen wasn't the only one who was shocked at this, in fact the whole room was shocked, no one was able to say anything at first. "Um Naruto-kun, wouldn't you rather eat first? You said it yourself you haven't eaten in a week." Hiruzen said after recovering from shock. "Well yea but, if they're here to protect us they shouldn't they eat too?" Naruto asked innocently again, again sending the room back into shock. Quickly after the shock an ANBU with a boar mask broke rank and walked up besides the bed and kneeled down. "I appreciate the offer Uzumaki-san, but we must decline the offer. You're going to be a great ANBU one day if you keep thinking like that though. Please eat." "If you say so Boar-san!" Naruto said after slowly eating his ramen, still kind of adjusting to eating with chopsticks. Ayame gave him some help when he needed help and Teuchi just watched his daughter with pride. Hiruzen was shocked to see what he saw, and heard what he heard today, the boy is going to be a great shinobi someday after showing his talent for teamwork, which in turn made him smile. An ANBU operative the door and said. "Hokage-sama. Yamanaka Inoichi has arrived." "Very well" he replied, "Naruto-kun, I have to meet with Inoichi-san, please enjoy your ramen, we will return ." "Okay Hokage-jijisan" Naruto replied with ramen in his mouth. As Hiruzen got up to leave he singled to the three ANBU to stay in the room, to which Boar responded with a nod. After exiting the room, Inoichi followed the Hokage as he walked up to the roof with an ANBU following them.

Roof of the hospital

Hiruzen quickly figured out where Kakashi went after his emotional outburst, not that he could blame him for feeling the way he did, the fact that anyone could treat his sensei's son that way would make anyone angry. Inoichi tried to get some information as to why he was summoned, however he was simply instructed to wait until they got to the roof. When they found the door kicked down and Kakashi still with his head in his hands, they gave him a moment to compose himself before the conversation could begin.

Hiruzen began, "Thank you for coming Inoichi-san, I assume you all know why I have us up here for this conversation." "Hai Hokage-sama" Kakashi said while pulling out a containment scroll, with a quick application of chakra to the seal, three chairs popped up for all three of them to sit. "Thank you Kakashi" both men said as they sat. Inoichi began "I have a report from interrogation Hokage=sama, the individual in question who was...aggressively escorted to us by Kakashi-san admitted to his crimes of attempting to kill a Uzumaki Naruto, and is being further detained by Ibiki for any...additional..questioning." "Excellent, however that is not the main reason I called you hear Inoichi. I would like for you to take a look into Naruto-kun's mind, see if we can validate some of the information I was given today by the boy. I found most of it rather troubling..." Hiruzen responded with, noticing Kakashi's fist clench upon the word troubling. Before Inoichi could speak, Hiruzen spoke. "Kakashi, I must say you have a candidate for a potential student downstairs if I do say so myself. Perhaps even a replacement. " The statement made both men curious. "What makes you say that Hokage-sama?" Kakashi replied with. "Before the boy began to indulge in his ramen that the man Teuchi brought back for him, he asked me about the ANBU. When I told him that they were there to protect us, he offered his ramen to the ANBU, saying how they should eat too if they're there to protect us." Hiruzen explained this Kakashi, which made his eyes widen. "The boy hasn't eaten in a week, and he offered his food away?!" "I had the same reaction myself Kakashi, his willingness to put others in front of himself through the worst situation imaginable makes me wonder why he isn't already training to be a shinobi." Hiruzen then turned his attention to Inoichi, "I apologize Inoichi, you were about to speak." "Hai Hokage-sama, however I do agree with your assessment about him being a shinobi. I think you should also know that the council wishes to have a meeting tonight about the events that occurred two days ago up to today." This made both Hiruzen and Kakashi noticeably irritable, as both of them displayed tick marks on their foreheads. "I see" Hiruzen replied, "Kakashi, I would like you to be there for this meeting, I have a feeling this meeting will relate to Naruto-kun, and I could use an ally in the room." "Of course Hokage-sama." Kakashi quickly replied. _This boy has already been abandoned, as if I could just not be there. I will be there to protect the memory of my sensei, no matter what ._"Now Inoichi, would you please be willing to delve into Naruto-kun's mind with your mind transfer, I'd like to verify the claims he made today." "Of course Hokage-sama, anything to help the boy at this point. No child, whether they have a great burden like Naruto's or not, deserves to be treated that way." Inoichi replied, which brought a smile to the other two men's faces.

Naruto's hospital room

Hiruzen entered the room several minutes after Naruto had finished his ramen, and Teuchi and Ayame were cleaning up to leave. "I really can't thank you both enough for all you've done for Naruto-kun." Hiruzen calmly said to both of them. They both bowed to the Hokage before leaving the room after saying their goodbyes to Naruto. Naruto was sad to see them go, but understood that they had to leave. Naruto was quick to speak. "Hey Jiji, I didn't know ramen was so good!" Hiruzen was quick to chuckle at both his title and the statement. "I'm glad you enjoyed it Naruto-kun, there are some friends of mine I'd like you to meet." As if on cue, both Inoichi and Kakashi with his mask entered the room. "Ohhhh! More ANBU, cool!" Naruto said as he saw Kakashi. Kakashi took his ANBU mask of and sat down in front of Naruto. "I've heard a lot about you Naruto, you want to be in ANBU huh? You know it can be kind of scary, and there's a lot of responsibility..." Naruto interrupted Kakashi before he could finish. "Yea but jiji said your job is to protect people, I know how it is to not be protected..." He looked down at the floor after saying that, as did the mood of the whole room. "So I want to get strong enough so that I can protect people too." Naruto calmly said, making all three older men left in the room chuckle. "Hmm. okay then Naruto, I look forward to seeing you in ANBU with me one day." Kakashi responded. Hiruzen came up to Naruto. "Now Naruto, this man is a good friend of mine, he's going to take a look into your mind." Naruto rudely interrupted. "You can do that?!" He looked at Inoichi. "Yes I can, it's quite useful for getting information. Being a shinobi means sometimes you have to get a lot of information, and that's something I excel at." Inoichi replied after chuckling. _This makes me feel like I'm talking to my daughter, it's a shame the boy has no parents, although he could pass as a Yamanaka with the blonde hair. Maybe I'll talk to my beloved about it sometime._ "So what do you specialize in ANBU-san?" Naruto asked Kakashi. "Naruto, my name is Kakashi, you can always use my real name when I'm not wearing my ANBU mask, and I specialize in a lot of things." "COOL! so you must be an awesome Shinobi! What about you Jiji?" He asked The Hokage. "I specialize in a lot of things too Naruto-kun, so much that people call me the professor." Hiruzen responded making the boys excitement jump. "COOOL!" Naruto exclaimed, but then remember why Inoichi was here. "Oh. I'm sorry Inoichi-san, you're here to look in my mind, so what do I need to do to help you?" This made all three men's eyebrows rise, the sudden change of attitude was unexpected, almost like he went from one personality to another. _He's just like the both of you._ Both Kakashi and Hiruzen thought. "Well Naruto-san, all you have to do is lay back and I can take a look at what I need to find." Inoichi decided to try to get through this, he had a feeling he wasn't going to have a pleasant time in the boy's mind. Naruto nodded and leaned back into the pillow on the hospital bed. Inoichi already knew what to look for when they had their meeting on the roof. "Good luck Inoichi-san, please be through." Hiruzen asked. "Hai Hokage-sama." Inoichi said as he placed he hand on Naruto's forehead and began his mind transfer technique.


End file.
